
Discomfort and Documentary: The Figure of the White Extremist in Deeyah Khan’s 

White Right 

Maria Flood 

 

Abstract 

This chapter examines White Right: Meeting the Enemy (2017) a documentary by Deeyah 
Khan, that follows neo-Nazi and ‘Alternative Right’ groups in the US in 2017. Khan is a human 
rights activist and a filmmaker, and at the heart of her practice is the recognition of the ‘human 
vulnerabilities’ (Khan, qtd. in Urwin 2015) of her subjects, encompassing both emotional 
fragilities and social marginality. Khan has been subject to death threats at the hands of both 
Islamists and white supremacists, and her work is an attempt to convert the fear she felt into a 
kind of intellectual curiosity and a search for affective understanding. I first analyse the relation 
between Khan and the subjects she films, outlining the key parameters and beliefs that underpin 
her filmmaking practice. Next, drawing on theories of discomfort by scholars like Sara Ahmed 
and Jacques Pezeu-Massabuau, I argue that in White Right Khan uses discomfort as an affect 
that can lead to transformative political and emotional exchanges. In the final section, I 
consider the potentialities and the limitations of discomfort when confronting an apparently 
intransigent ideological adversary. 
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