
              
            

              
              

            

   

 

The following material complements and extends Chapter 18: ‘A New Approach to Old Networks: 
Applying Digital Humanities Methodologies to Analyse Robert Forbes’s “The Lyon in Mourning” 
Manuscript’ by Leith Davis, Joey Takeda, Shauna Irani, Dana Lai, Emma Trotter and Julianna 
Wagar in Shaping Jacobitism, 1688 to the Present: Memory, Culture, Networks, co-edited by Leith 
Davis and Kevin J. James (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2025), pp. 238–47. 

Robert Forbes’s ‘The Lyon in Mourning’ Images 

1. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, Volume 1 title page, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>. 
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2. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 2:245, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>, showing Forbes’s insertion of the name ‘Niel 
MacKinnon’ in the space above the word ‘child’. 
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3. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 2:317, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>, the beginning of the ‘Journal of Donald MacLeod’, 
showing the fluidity between Donald’s speech, the oral translation and Forbes’s own written 
rendition, as Forbes notes, ‘I was always sure to read over every Sentence [of the account he had 
just written down], in order to know … if I was exactly right.’ 
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4. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 4:785, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>, in which he notes in a letter to Hugh MacDonald of 
Balishar, ‘I have a great Anxiety to make the Collection as compleat & exact as possible for the 
Instruction of future Ages in a piece of History the most remarkable & interesting that ever 
happened in any Age or Country.’ 
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5. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 1:147, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>. Forbes adds an in-text note, directing the reader to 
‘See the printed Copy of Alexis, Part 1st bound up in the End of Vol: 8th of this Collection’ 
(1: 147). 

5

https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning


 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

6. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 4: 845, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>. Forbes underlines the names of all the attendees who 
witnessed the conversation (1: 142), while in ‘Copy of a Letter to the Reverend Mr John 
MacLauchlan in Argylshire, April 19. 1748’, the word ‘Worthies’ in the phrase ‘I chuse not to 
correspond wt Worthies by Post’ appears in larger handwriting than the rest of the words. 
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7. Robert Forbes, ‘The Lyon in Mourning’, 1: 142, SFU Digitised Collections, 
<https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/lyon-mourning>. Evidence of Forbes’s reading of ‘The Lyon in 
Mourning’ out loud to witnesses and friends. On 11 July 1747, for example, he reads out ‘A 
genuine and full Account of the Battle of Culloden’ to a diverse group of listeners: ‘John 
Fullarton, senior, of Dudwick; James MacDonald, joiner in Leith; Lady Lude, with her eldest son 
and her daughter; Mrs Graham and her son; Mrs Rattray, Mrs Jean and Rachel Houstons, etc.’ 
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