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Abstract

Karan Mahajan’s The Association of Small Bombs is based on the bombings of two crowded
outdoor Delhi markets, Lajpat Nagar (21 May 1996) and Sarojini Nagar (29 October 2005), by
the Kashmiri separatist and Islamist group, Lashkar-e-Taiba (‘Army of the Good’). While
Mahajan explores the impact these bombings had on the victims and their immediate family,
Mabhajan also looks at the motivations and the personalities of the terrorists who perpetrated
the attacks: Shaukat ‘Shockie’ Guru, the man responsible for the Lajpat Nagar blast, and Ayub
Azmi, who plants the Sarojini Nagar bomb. The challenge Mahajan faces with these characters
is how to depict terrorists as anything other than monstrous. Shockie deals with the violence
by compartmentalising it, while Ayub is motivated as much by romantic disappointment as by
political grievance. Mahajan, however, provides few, if any, clues as to how the reader is meant
to judge these characters. The Assocation of Small Bombs presents multiple and sometimes
contradictory perspectives on both terrorists and their victims without, it seems choosing
between them.
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