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Abstract

During the 1980s, the British government under Margaret Thatcher, along with a considerable
number of press reports, described football hooligans and terrorists as related threats to social
order. As this chapter argues, both the terrorist and the hooligan were constructed as de-
politicised figures, and any attempt at understanding their motivation was deemed taboo. Since
9/11, terrorism has increased its grip on the Western imagination, while hooliganism, due to
processes of social exclusion and stricter policing, can appear like a residue from a bygone age.
As a consequence, the hooligan has partly been redeemed within the genre of New Football
Writing, where re-politicised representations have portrayed the hooligan as a bulwark against
the alleged corruption of contemporary football. The terrorist, on the other hand, largely
remains a silent or unspeakable figure in various forms of representation. Meanwhile, Chris
Cleave’s novel Incendiary, Scott Mann’s film Final Score, and the episode ‘To Be a
Somebody’ from the television series Cracker imagine terrorist attacks against football
stadiums. Taken together, these texts illustrate the increased importance accorded to the sphere
of professional football in Western societies, while simultaneously reflecting changes in the
discourses surrounding terrorism and hooliganism. Today, the terrorist targeting a stadium has
replaced the hooligan as the embodiment of threatening violence in football grounds.
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