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Abstract 

Between the 1970s and the 1990s, the violence that raged in Northern Ireland served as a 
backdrop to numerous storylines in American films and TV series. It also featured regularly in 
comic books, particularly those from the major US publishing houses, Marvel and DC, with 
superheroes such as Iron Fist, Daredevil, Spider-Man and Green Arrow all coming face to face 
with real-world paramilitaries in the shape of the Provisional IRA. However, despite the IRA’s 
status as a terrorist organization under both national and international law, their portrayal in 
the comics was not as negative as one might have expected. Indeed, as will be shown here, 
representations of the IRA were initially positive, reflecting American society’s sympathy for 
the plight of Catholics in Northern Ireland, due to internment, illegal curfews, police brutality 
and other heavy-handed security measures. Over time, however, depictions became less 
sympathetic as the IRA expanded its list of legitimate targets to include civilians who worked 
in any capacity for the security forces and it began to use innocent people as human bombs.  
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