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Abstract

Despite the fact that the international community has ostracised the Burmese military junta for
over five decades, often branding it a terrorist or rogue state, the US government initially listed
its own allies against the regime in the category of terrorist organisations. Seizing upon the
moment built by the ‘war on terror’ campaign, the Burmese state, in turn, began labelling the
various insurgent groups in the country as terrorist outfits. Drawing from two texts — Pascal
Khoo Thwe’s From the Land of Green Ghosts (2002) and Lucy Cruickshanks’ The Road to
Rangoon (2016) —, this chapter argues that the figures of terrorism themselves undergo constant
transformation; from insurgents, rebels, lovers, and neighbours to the victims or agents of state
and counterterrorism itself. To capture the social pressures that forge the means of such trans-
and dis-figuration, I propose the notion of ‘intimate conflict’ as a form of inherited violence
employed by insurgents and dissidents which is made familiar to them by their most ‘intimate
enemy’ — be it the state, the sovereign, or the forces of foreign aggression. The embodied
reception of the enemy’s violence, this chapter aims to show, is re-enacted as the insurgent
violence that is often appropriated by the discourses of terrorism and the war on terror.
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